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INTRODUCTION 
 

 Autobiography is... 
 

 a combination of three Greek words, autos 
meaning ‘self’, bios meaning ‘life’ and graphein, 
meaning ‘to write’ 
 

 an established genre of literature with 
independent status 
 

 an important testing ground for raising critical 
enquiries about a wide range of ideas including 
authorship, selfhood, intentionality, subjectivity, 
marginality, division between fact and fiction, etc. 



INTRODUCTION... 
 

 Autobiography is...  
 

 an important genre of self-referential writing 
 

 a factual, retrospective self-written account of the 
life of a person  
 

 the ‘story’ of a person’s life, told by the person 
himself/ herself 
 

 a powerful mode of self-realisation, self-
construction, self-expression and self-transcendence  



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 
 

 Critical Dissent and Debate on...  
 the truth status of autobiographical disclosure  
 the degree of factuality in an autobiographical 
narrative 
 

 The Paper Reader’s Contention:  
 the concept of truth: relative  
 self-investigation, self-approval, self-engrossment 
and self-love: the prime motives of autobiography  
 Need of applying altogether different parameters 
to determine the truth quotient of an autobiography 



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK... 
 

 Current Phase of Autobiographical Criticism:  
 Rise of a set of new terms such as 
performativity, positionality and heteroglossic 
dialogism 
 

 Autobiography regarded as a dynamic site for 
performance of identities that form an essential 
part of subjectivity  
 

 Two prevalent perceptions of identity:  
     A) Earlier: Identity as finite and concrete  
     B) Current: Identity as inconstant and volatile 



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK... 
 

 Identity is...  
 a term with Latin origin {identitas –"sameness”}   
 the relation each thing bears to itself 
 a multi-contextual concept having its roots in 
philosophy, psychology, social sciences and cultural 
studies 
 

 The philosophical implication of identity 
concerned with a relationship between two things 
which are similar or identical  
 

 The sociological notion of identity associated with 
a person's self-conception and social presentation 



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK... 
 Self-image: 
 develops in the course of social interaction 
 Influential factors: parents, friends, teachers, marriage 
partners, colleagues  

 Identity Formation (Individuation): 
 The evolution of the personality of an individual in a 
particular stage of life in which specific characteristics are 
possessed  
 These characteristics attribute a social image to the person 
 The process of identity formation defines individuals to 
others and to themselves 
 Prominent influences on identity formation: 
     Cognitive influences, pedagogic influences, socio-cultural 
influences and parenting influences 



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK... 
 Theories  Related to Identity Formation:  
1. Erik Erikson’s Theory of Psychosocial Development:  
 Grounded on the conviction that every person 
experiences different crises / conflicts at various stages in 
his / her lifetime 
 Each of the conflicts arises at a certain point in life and 
must be successfully resolved for progression to the next 
stage 
 These stages are:  
• Identity versus Role Confusion 
• Intimacy versus Isolation  
 Failure to form one’s own identity leads to failure to 
form a shared identity with others, leading to mental 
instability 



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK... 
2.  James Marcia’s Identity Status Theory:  
     Classifies individuals into one of the following four 
statuses       of identity: 
• Identity Diffusion: a person has not yet decided or evolved 
his/her identity and has not yet established future life 
direction 
• Identity Foreclosure: a person is committed to an identity, 
but that commitment was made without exploration as to 
what really suits him/her best 
• Identity Moratorium: a person is actually experiencing an 
identity crisis and actively searching for the answers to 
questions s/he has about life commitments 
• Identity Achievement: a person has satisfactorily solved the 
identity issues by making commitments to goals, beliefs and 
values 



THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK... 
 

 Autobiography : a telling record of the narrator’s 
evolution of identity and his/her ongoing quest for 
the attainment of identity  
 

 The present paper : an attempt to evaluate four 
representative autobiographies – The Crusade, Wings 
of Fire, Romancing with Life and My Country My Life – 
in the light of the notion of identity in general and 
cultural identity in particular. 
 

 Examines these texts in terms of the following 
parameters : identity  formation, assertion of identity, 
retention of identity and imposition of identity 



B. G. Shirke’s The Crusade 
 

 An astonishing record of the unfortunate resistance 
faced and overcome by BGS while accomplishing his life-
long mission to industrialize civil engineering 
 

 A disturbing account of the tortures Shirke went through 
and the anti-professional, anti-national, anti-sociological, 
anti-technological subjective procedural practices of the 
vested interests he braved heroically 
 

 Depicts how Shirke displayed remarkable resilience and 
forged ahead with missionary zeal  
 

 Projects Shirke as a simple, frank, disciplined, self-made 
individual with progressive outlook 
 

 A saga of struggle and hardships 



B. G. Shirke’s The Crusade 
 

 Reflection of the writer’s indomitable spirit 
 Displays Shirke’s wealth of knowledge of engineering  
     and law  
 His commendable experience of business at  
     global level  
 His unique resourcefulness  
 His thoughts on education and entrepreneurship  
 His prophetic warning of the disastrous effects of  
     sand smuggling 
 His unending battle against the deep-rooted and  
     wide-spread “social cancer” of corruption  
 His family and milieu performing a decisive role in  
     his quest for identity  



APJ Abdul Kalam’s Wings of Fire 
 Ranks among world’s most popular autobiographies 
 The story of Kalam’s fascinating journey from obscurity 
to popularity  
 An inspiring account of the son of an ordinary boat-
owner in a small island-town, who became a model and 
guiding force for millions of his countrymen 
 A touching tale of independent India’s battle for 
technological independence and defense autonomy  
 It is as much about science and politics as about 
management and administration 
 It is both personal and representative  
 It offers a candid account of his personal as well as 
professional struggles 



APJ Abdul Kalam’s Wings of Fire 
 

 A valuable guide to the management students and 
administrative officials  
 Includes a wealth of wisdom on time 
management, event management and human 
resource management  
 Proves the fact that success is not an accident but 
an outcome of patience and persistent pursuit 
 Displays Kalam’s fighting spirit, his energy and 
motivation 
 Highlights Kalam’s untiring pursuit to attain an 
exclusive identity of his own, while representing the 
collective identity of a typical technocrat 



Dev Anand’s Romancing with Life 
 An aptly titled autobiography by Dev Anand, conforms 
to his epicurean philosophy of living 
 Historically important as the first-ever full-fledged 
account by a renowned Bollywood star who happened to 
be the witness of its genesis and evolution 
 Anand’s dramatic life story recording some of the 
most notable moments at the national as well as global 
level, in the field of art, culture and politics 
 One of the well-timed autobiographies in Indian 
English literature, written at the juncture when the 
author is perfectly positioned to analyse various events 
in his life  



Dev Anand’s Romancing with Life  
 

 A handy guide to the new entrants into the field 
of film performance and production 

 

 A genuine, first-hand information on pre and 
post-independence Indian political scenario 

 

 Occasional glimpses on international events  
 

 An  important socio-historical testament  
 

 A journey of the eventful life lead by  
an influential film star  

 An unsparing account of the Hindi film industry 



L. K. Advani’s My Country My Life 
 

 ‘Political autobiography’: focus mainly on the 
political events in the author’s life rather than on the 
personal details  

 

 Traces the defining moments of Independent India  
 

 A real tour de force  
 

 A faithful exploration of Advani as a person and a 
politician 

 

 Bears evidence to what Advani’s clarity of thought 
and expression, strong conviction and potent 
articulation 



L. K. Advani’s My Country My Life 
 

 A riveting and insightful version of Advani’s early 
career as a political activist 
 His fight for democracy during the Emergency  
 His Ram Ratha Yatra for the reconstruction of the 
Ram Temple at Ayodhya  
 His  peak time as India’s Deputy Prime Minister 
as well as Home Minister in the Vajpayee-led 
alliance of the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) 
between 1998 and 2004  
 Presents a substantial proof of factual analysis 
 A meaningful historical document 



CONCLUSION 
 The study of autobiographies by B G Shirke, A P J 
Abdul Kalam, Dev Anand and Lal Krishna Advani, 
the personalities representing four different fields, 
is rewarding and enriching 
 

 All the selected autobiographies—The Crusade, 
Wings of Fire, Romancing with Life and My Country 
My Life — a testing ground for various thoughts 
and theories on the nature and function of 
autobiography  
 

 A magnificent reflector of the respective author’s 
ceaseless quest for identity 



CONCLUSION... 
 An analysis of these four autobiographies on the basis of 
Erik Erikson’s ‘theory of psychosocial development’ and 
James Marcia’s ‘identity status theory’ 
 True to Erikson’s contention, all the protagonists are found 
to have experienced different crises or conflicts at various 
stages in their life. Each of the conflicts was aroused at a 
certain point in their life and was successfully resolved for 
progression to the next stage towards the formation of their 
identity.  
 Marcia’s fourth identity status, namely Identity 
Achievement, perfectly applies to these four autobiographers 
 Their life story reveals that each one of them has 
satisfactorily solved the identity issues by making 
commitments to goals, beliefs and values.  



 CONCLUSION... 
 All the autobiographies selected for study mark the 
defining stages of their protagonist’s identity  formation 
and the different modes of assertion of their identity  
 B G Shirke, APJ Abdul Kalam, Dev Anand and Lal 
Krishna Advani tend to retain their identities by way of 
self-justification 
 Shirke and Advani are not found to have imposed    
their identity on their sons 
 Imposition of identity can be partially observed in       
case of Dev Anand 
 Abdul Kalam, being a bachelor, remains an exception  
to the phenomenon of imposition of identity 



Thank you!!! 


